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Clean drinking water is essential for good health and vitality. For school-
aged children and school faculty, access to clean, cold, and convenient 
water and ice can boost learning and productivity. While traditional water 
fountains have long been the go-to solution for school systems, COVID-19 
has turned these fountains into a dangerous breeding ground for not 
only the SARS-COV-2 virus, but for others that linger in the stagnant pipe 
water. Office H2O offers not only a cleaner alternative, but a safer one 
that ensures students and faculty continue to have access to pure, clean 
drinking water on demand.

Challenge
Elkhart Community Schools in Indiana was challenged with finding a 
safe, clean, and affordable alternative to traditional water fountains or the 
expensive Elkay water filtration systems which can cost up to $2,000 per 
unit up front.  The challenge presented was to provide clean water and  
combat the spread of COVID-19 and other surface germs that are often 
lingering on school drinking fountains. In addition to the surface germs, 
viruses, and bacteria, school administrators and building managers are 
battling waterborne bacteria, such as Legionella, which lingers in the pipes 
from the stagnant water that sat over the summer due to shutdowns.

Office H2O provides an 
affordable, clean solution 
with touch-free bottleless 
water and ice coolers 
that are free to install 
and comes with a low 
monthly rental rate. Our 
units are equipped with 
filtration systems that 
remove more sediments, 
pharmaceuticals, and 
germs than municipal 
water treatments or 
Elkay units. Additionally, 
these units decrease the 
contact point with a foot 
pedal operation, and 
every part of the unit has 
an anti-microbial coating 
that prevents the spread 
of germs, viruses, and 
bacteria.



STEPS

Benefits of Going Touch-Free  
& Bottleless

BATTLING COVID-19 
IN SCHOOLSBringing clean water to your school is easy! 

1.  Analysis: Office H2O will review your space, 
student and faculty count, and water option 
needs. 

2.  Pricing: Office H2O will provide your 
administration with an easy-to-understand 
pricing plan that will save your school system 
money with free installation, on-going 
maintenance, and free removal of your old 
system. 

3.  Installation: Office H2O expert water 
technicians will work within your schedule 
to remove the old fountains and install Office 
H2O bottleless water units. 

4.  Maintenance: There’s no need for building 
managers to get involved in the new water 
system -- the Office H2O team is responsible 
for all maintenance to the equipment as part 
of the rental agreement.

 No need to touch any of the surfaces while 
dispensing water.

Foot pedal durability that will withstand 
the amount of use in your school.

No need to replace the entire unit when it 
breaks or needs maintenance.

Fresh, clean drinking water that’s purified 
through a rigorous filtration system.

Every student and faculty member  
can stay hydrated and healthy. 

Schools across the country are scrambling to 
ensure a safe, clean learning environment for 
students of all ages as they bring students back 
for the 2020-2021 school year. School systems 
like Elkhart Community Schools have taken 
advantage of funding through the CARES Act, 
which supports the schools’ investment in 
sanitary items. Clause 7 supports the use of 
funds for water coolers, stating that, “Purchasing 
supplies to sanitize and clean the facilities of a 
local educational agency, including buildings by 
such agency,” are encouraged.

Additionally, Clause 12 of the Act specifically 
states, “Other activities that are necessary to 
maintain the operation of and continuity of 
services in local educational agencies and 
continuing to employ existing staff of the local 
education agency.”

Traditional water solutions, including Elkay 
filtration stations, carry the burden of cross-
contamination, making it clear that these systems 
no longer meet the sanitation requirements 
school systems are now employing. Schools can 
now take the liberty of using CARES Act funding 
and forgiveness towards investment in touch-
free bottleless water coolers. When they do so, 
they feel more confident about the drinking 
water for students and faculty. 
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